
SPEARFISH SOCCER ASSOCIATION – TOURNAMENT EXPECTATIONS 

Tournament Expectations (Spearfish Soccer Association):  SSA will register and pay for predetermined 

local tournaments based on enrollment in that age group for the season.  By doing so, the burden of 

financial costs will be taken on by the association and not the coaches.  We will work with the coaches 

to ensure we have the right level of competition based on the tournaments we are attending.  It is SSA’s 

goal to have teams representing all levels (Gold, Silver, Bronze). 

Tournament Expectations (Coaches/Team Managers):  Coaches will be responsible for assigning their 

players to the teams based on tournament acceptance.  Coaches and/or Team Managers will be 

responsible for all communications to the parents for each tournament.  This may or may not include 

hotels where blocks may be reserved.  Coaches are also responsible for game decisions including 

starters, rotation and game management. 

Tournament Expectations (Parents):  Parents are responsible for providing their child’s availability for 

tournament dates at the beginning of the season.  It is not ideal, but tournaments are often booked up 

months in advance, at times even before we have our first practice.   

Coaches will make every effort to place everyone on a tournament team during the season, but players 

are not guaranteed a spot. It is dependent on game play level, player availability and number of teams 

accepted into the tournament. 

When tournament rosters are locked based on your responses to availability, you will be billed for your 

share of that tournament whether or not you attend.  This will likely be 2 weeks out from that 

tournament (i.e., Tournament is on September 14-16th, rosters would be locked on September 1st with 

all parents confirming availability). 

Coaches, Parents and Players:  It is SSA’s goal moving forward to be the standard of behavior for all clubs 

during tournaments.  For this to happen, we need to make a commitment together.  We understand the 

challenges, difficulties and issues surrounding youth sports.  We understand the financial commitment 

everyone makes for their child to participate in these tournaments.  We understand the crucial 

shortages of officials that allow us to participate in these tournaments.  We understand the difficulty in 

controlling emotions in high intense games, especially when the physicality is out of control and safety is 

in question.  We are asking all that participate in tournaments to take on this commitment together to 

create change.  We appreciate all of you, and together we can create a positive change in youth sports. 

I understand that availability does not guarantee me a spot on a team.   

I understand that once I have accepted a spot on a tournament team and rosters are locked, I am 

responsible for paying my portion of the tournament fees, even in the unlikely event that I cannot 

attend (e.g., sickness, emergency).   

 


